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PROCESSING AND GROWING
BEGONIAS FROM SEED

The September 8, 2019 meeting of the Astro
Branch of the American Begonia Society will be
held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center located
at 1475 West Gray Street. Our Refreshment
Hostesses for this meeting will be Sandra Rigsby,
Glenda Perry and Janice Shaw.

The doors will open at 12:30 P.M. for us to
set up for our meeting. If you can help with set up
it would be greatly appreciated. Between 1:00
and 2:00 P.M. members can enjoy refreshments
and socialize with members and friends we only
see at meetings. Vice-President Midge Gorman
will preside over this meeting for President Janet
Carpenter. Please remember to wear your Name
Tag.

Our Program this month will be
PROCESSING AND GROWING BEGONIAS
FROM SEED. This will be a member
participation program. Cheryl Lenert and Tom
Keepin will moderate this program with the help
from other members that grow begonias from seed.

Now that our branch is responsible for the Seed
Fund it is important that all our members are
proficient in processing, packing and labeling seed
that is donated by other members of the American
Begonia Society. The Seed Fund has seed and we
will plant a sampling of some of that seed to make
sure it is still viable. Testing will involve keeping
a record of when the seeds were planted, how long
it took for them to germinate, what percentage
germinated. We will go over this in detail so there
is  no  question…..this  is  a  very  important  part  of
maintaining the Seed Fund. Growing begonias
from seed is very exciting. Lots of growers have
said that when they plant seed they check on them
constantly and when that first plantlet appears they
are as happy as a new parent.
We hope you will be able to join us and experience
growing begonias from seed. All you will need to
bring is a small plastic container or two w/lids to
transport and grow your planted seed.



MINUTES OF THE
AUGUST 4, 2019 MEETING

The August 4, 2019 meeting of the Astro
Branch of The American Begonia Society was held
at West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475
West Gray Street. President Janet Carpenter
called the meeting to order at 2:05 P.M. Janet
welcomed everyone and thanked our Refreshment
Hostesses Irene Bragg, Sue Botts and Kathleen
Murphy for providing a wonderful array of tasty
treats for everyone to enjoy. Janet took a poll to
see how many members would be attending the
National Convention in Sacrament, CA September
4-8, 2019. Turns out Janet will be the only
member  of  the  Astro’s  that  will  be  attending.
Tom Keepin announced that our September
meeting would be on September 8th instead of
September 1st due to the Labor Day Holiday. Tom
also gave the Treasurer’s Report and reported that
our bank account is still healthy. Tom spoke
about wanting to add to The Begonia Chatter. It
was agreed that the content of The Begonia Chatter
was good, but Tom thought it needed a pick me up.
Everyone liked his idea for a new feature, called In
The Garden. It was approved to begin in the
September issue. Janet asked for any further
business and there was none.
The business meeting ended. After there was a
short break the Annual Plant Swap began with
members telling about what they had brought for
the Plant Swap…then the drawings for the plants.
The quality of the plants for the Plant Swap were
exceptional, most everyone was able to get the
plant they were eyeing.
Next we had our Regular Drawing the results are as
follows:

Raffle:
B. ‘Cowardly Lion’ – won by Donna Williams
B. ‘Bashful Bandit’ – won by Sandra Rigsby
Name Tag:
B. ‘Tom Ment’ – won by Donna Williams
B. ‘Lalomie’ - won by Brenda Andrews
Door Prize:
Potted Mini-Roses – won by Sandra Rigsby
Last but not least members were able to purchase 4
inch plants that were started from cuttings by

member Brenda Andrews.
The meeting was adjourned by at 4:05 P.M. by
President Janet Carpenter.

Respectfully submitted by,
Tom Keepin (for Gloria Hunter, Secretary)

PRUNING, PLANTING AND
TRANSPLANTING

September
3rd & 4th Scorpio
8th & 9th Capricorn
13th & 14th Pisces
18th & 19th Taurus
23rd & 4th Cancer
October
1st & 2nd Scorpio
5th & 6th Capricorn
10th, 11th & 12th Pisces
16th & 17th Taurus
20th & 21st Cancer
27th & 28th Scorpio

· Planting and Transplanting are best done in
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with Cancer
being the best.

· Best Pruning for quick growth is first
Taurus and then Capricorn.

(The pruning, planting and transplanting dates
above are taken from the Harris  Farmer’s
Almanac for 2019)



WEATHER FORECAST FOR
SEPTEMBER 2019

According to the United States Weather
Service Houston and the surrounding areas fall in
Region 7 of the National Weather Map. Here is
what they predict our weather will be like for the
month of September.

Our temperatures will be slightly above
normal and our precipitation will be slightly below
normal. Our average temperatures should range
from 74 degrees in the north to 80 degrees in the
south. Our coolest September temperatures will be
September 1st, 7th & 8th, 15th & 16th, 22nd & 23rd and
28th & 29th. Out warmest September temperatures
will be September 3rd thru 6th, 10th thru 13th, 18th

thru 21st and 25th thru 27th. The chance for widely
scattered showers and thunderstorms are about
September 5th thru 7th, 14th & 15th, 29th thru 22nd

and 26th thru 28th. An isolated thunderstorm can
pop up at any time. The highest hurricane threat
will be around mid-September.
______________________________

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Happy Birthday wishes to all our members
born in this month of September. We hope you
special day is truly a special one.

Pat Perry September 1st

Fukumi smith September 12th

Kenny Wilkerson September 8th

Susan Willis September 30th

“Take  a  few  moments  to  remember  all  the
good  things  you’ve  seen  and  done,  ways  you’ve
grown and things you’ve learned.  Celebrate our
memories and our dreams….  everything that has
made you the wonderful person you are”

Happy Birthday!

NEW FEATURE IN THE
IN THE BEGONIA CHATTER

The new feature will be called In The Garden and
will make its first appearance later in this month’s
issue. We will feature pictures and text or just
pictures it we are blessed with a large number from
someone’s garden.
There will be an introductory article in any case
letting you know who’s garden you are having the
pleasure of seeing.
For quite a few years now we have been hearing
about the fabulous garden of member Lucy
Melara. Well! On August 18th Lucy and her
husband Rafael hosted the Gulf Coast Fern
Society’s Annual Summer Party at their home in
Meyerland. Cheryl Lenert, Darlene Morris and I
attended this function as Fern Society members.
What we have heard about Lucy’s Garden was not
an exaggeration. I for one spent the entire time I
was at  the party in the garden……no matter how
many times you walked around the garden you saw
something you hadn’t seen when you looked there
just a few moments ago. Needless to say,
everyone in attendance was very impressed.
We hope that you will enjoy our new feature.
Remember Members…it is up to you to supply us
with pictures.

Lucy Melara’s Garden



IN THE GARDEN

Pictures from Lucy Melara’s Garden  August 18, 2019



ASTRO BRANCH’S

AUGUST 2019 MEETING

Annual Plant Swap President Janet Carpenter conducting
the Business Meeting

Ruby Lewellyn chatting. Kathleen Murphy talking about
the plants she brought.

Janice Shaw with her plant choice. Tony Robert talking about
the plant he brought.



Donna Williams with Name Tag
Plant B. ‘Tom Ment’

Brenda Andrews with B. ‘Lalomie’

Tony Robert with
his plant choice.

Sue Botts with her
plant selection.

Irene Bragg with her
pick of plants.

Kathleen Murphy with
her plant choices.


